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And that’s equally haunting. It's
impossible to verify but the picture tells a
story about the pain and suffering that
exists in Syria right now. There are many
in the media who would like to say this is
because president Bashar al-Assad is a
ruthless killer. And that’s half true. Like
other government leaders — he has
engaged in war and with that war has
come the death of tens of thousands and
the displacement of over 1 million Syrians
now living in refugee camps.

But this hasn’t always been the case.
This is the inevitable result of a covert war
being waged by the U.S., Israel and other
Sunni countries like Qatar and Saudi
Arabia. Our interests in taking down the

Syrian dictator al-Assad are all about geo-
politics. If we take out Syria — we neuter
Iranian influence in the region. It has
gotten so bad that al-Qaeda is now fighting
on the same side as the United States
government and Bashar al-Assad and his
government are fighting al-Qaeda. And

Syrians are all the victim of this massive
global covert proxy war.

It has gotten to the point where we don’t
even know if the chemical weapons that
were used in Syria were the result of al-
Qaeda or the Syrian government. When it
comes to matters of intelligence and
propaganda — it’s very hard to discern truth
from fiction. But no one can deny that Syria
was a very stable country until we decided
togoinall guns blazing. We’re not bringing
democracy to the world — that’s the sound
of imperialism baby.

If you'd like to help, you can donate to the
Syrian Emergency Relief effort. One great
charity that has been on the ground for
more than 20 years, who have staff
working in the field, right now, in
collaboration with the Department for
International Development is Muslim Aid.
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ALL INDIA CATHOLIC UNION (AICU)

60th Annual General Boby Meeting-Kaloor, Kochi,Kerala

AWARD WINNERS

DEVIS EDAKALATHUR = SR.MARIYA JOSE CMC

DIGNATORIES HONOURED

m

o

PROF.K.V.THOMAS M.P. CHEV.V.C.SEBASTIAN ADV.JOSE VITHAYATHIL ADV.ABRAHAM PATTIANI
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All India Catholic Union 60th Annual General Body public meeting inaugurated by Bishop Mar MathewArackal,
Chairman, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) Laity Council. On stage from left: Adv.Jose Vithayathil, Adv.
Abraham Pattiani, Lancy Dcunha, Devis Edakalathur, Eugine Gonsalves, Eliaz Vaz, Sr. Maria Jose CMC, Chev.Adv.V
C Sebastian, Prof.V A Varghese, Joseph Anjiparambil, Francy Antony, Thomas Cherian,Francis Xavier and Alphonse

Laymen will be given

more participation in the Church
Arch Bishop Dr. Francis Kallarakkal

Perera.

While inaugurating the 95" anniversary
and 60" Annual General Body meeting
of AICU at renewal centre Kochi, Kerala
on 23 August 2014 Varapoly Arch
Bishop Dr. Francis Kallarakkal assured
that laymen will be given more
participation in the church, according to
the 2 Vatican Council. AICU Awards
were distributed by the Arch Bishop.
Eugene Gonsalves National President All
India Catholic Union presided over. The

awards instituted by the Kerala State
Committee of AICU were distributed by
Mar Mathew Arakkal, Chairman, Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI).
The two awards are Vidyaratnam (given
to Sr. Mariya Jose CMC, Headmistress
Sacred Hearts C.GH.S.S., Thrissur) and
Pravasi Almayaratnam (given to Mr.
Davis Edakkalathur, Qatar). PAC
Chairman Prof.KV.Thomas,Syro Malabar
Laity Commission Secretary Chevalier

Adv.VC.Sebastian, Member,Minority
Commission,Delhi, Adv.Abraham
Pattiyany and member,consumer
commission,Kerala Adv.Jose Vithayathil
were also honoured with mementoes. Mr.
Eugene Gonsalves (Kolkotha) elected as
the National President of All India
Catholic Union by the 60" AGM held at
Kochi and Lancy D Cunha (Manglore)
elected as the Vice President. All the
state presidents were also elected.

All India Catholic Union National Leaders 2012-2014

?*
EUGENE GONSALVES
National President

LANCY DCUNHA
National Vice President

ER.ELIAS VAZ
SecretaryGeneral

ANTONY MADDALA
H.Treasurer

PROF.V.A.VARGHESE
National Secretary
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